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September 27, 2000

Media Advisory
Former Illinois First Lady Brenda Edgar will visit the Eastern Illinois University campus in
Charleston Friday, Sept. 29, to present the first $4,000 Brenda Edgar Scholarship for
Women. She will be presenting the scholarship to Angela Hunt of Charleston at 3:30 p.m. in the
University Union's Alumni Lounge (second floor, east wing, near the Grand Ballroom and 1895
Room).
Mrs. Edgar established the scholarship last April with a $100,000 donation from the Brenda
Edgar Samaritan Fund, which is administered by Ronald McDonald House Charities. The fund
was created with a $1 million donation by former Gov. Jim Edgar, using monies left over from his
political campaign fund.
Hunt is enrolled in Eastern's Board of Trustees bachelor of arts degree program for nontraditional students and is shelter manager for the Coalition Against Domestic Violence in
Charleston.
(The following information is not to be made public until after 4 p.m. Friday, Sept. 29)
Following the scholarship presentation, Mrs. Edgar will be attending the EIU Foundation's
Philanthropy Awards reception at 4 p.m. in the Union's University Ballroom (west wing)
where she will be accepting the Outstanding Philanthropic Award given to an individual or
family who has, either personally or through their combined efforts, stimulated private sector
support for the EIU Foundation. Mrs. Edgar is a member of the EIU Foundation who has servec
as co-chair of the Pemberton Hall renovation campaign. Philanthropy awards in four other
categories will also be presented.
The EIU Foundation, established in 1953, has an endowment exceeding $21.4 million and
annually distributes more than 250 scholarships and awards to EIU students and faculty. During
fiscal year 2000, the Foundation awarded $432,453 in scholarships and awards and $973,060 in
grants to the university.
For more information, contact Shelly Flock or Vicki Woodard in EIU's Office of Media Relations
at 581-7650.

